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Forward

Technology has changed the channels of communications of sex work in India.  Newer

forms of sex solicitation, marketing and newer population groups may exist, which are

hidden. These make interventions difficult to reach these sections. This study was aimed

to understand the dynamics of different hidden sex workers, their risk behaviours,

knowledge levels on STI, HIV/AIDS, treatment methods and identify suitable

intervention among them.

I take this opportunity to thank APAC Research Team for successfully carrying out the

study and I appreciate the efforts of the expert team for their guidance and support. This

report provides insights related to hidden sex workers, their behavior and their preferred

mode of interventions which are important for targeting these difficult to reach sex

workers in the future. I am sure that this report will be very useful to policy makers,

program personnel and civil society organizations who are involved in HIV/AIDS

interventions.

Dr Bimal Charles.

Project Director
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Executive Summary

Back Ground

The face of sex work has undergone a rapid change with the development of

technology. Newer forms of sex solicitation throughnewspapers, mobile phones

and internet have caught up ina major way in the form of non-brothel, non-

street based and home based sex work. The principal reasons for this shift in

preference could be the fact that houses offer more security and safety to sex

workers and their clients as compared to hotels, motels, parks, bars, orparlors,

where frequent raids and harassments exist. Hence, even female sex workers

who practice sex work as their occupation have adopted the concept of newly

evolved sex work. Another reason could be the entry of house wives,

professionals, students andeven women from well-off families for fun, pleasure,

adventure, lucrative offers and money to lead an extravagant life. This has

allowed sex work to go off-stream thereby making interventions difficult to reach

these sections.This study intended to explore the dynamics of different hidden

sex workers and understand their risk behaviours, knowledge levels on STI,

HIV/AIDS, treatment methods andidentifying suitable intervention among

them.

Methods

A cross-sectional study design was used to determine thecharacteristics of

various categories of hidden sex workers, their high- risk behaviors and the

pattern of sex work practices. The eligibility criteria were individuals, who were

not previously identified by an NGO, not part of any intervention programs and

not engaged in street based or brothel based sex work. The groups included in

the study were escorts, masseurs, housewives, students, bar dancers, side



6

actress/actors, call boys/girls, discotheque performers or anyone who practised

sex work as part timeor full time and clients of sex workers.  A respondent-

driven purposive convenient sampling technique was used. Subjects answered a

questionnaire that gathered descriptive data on their socio-economic

background, their sex work pattern, STI symptoms and sexual risk behaviours. A

Sample of 512 respondents was included in the study from various hidden

groups.

Results

Most of the subjects were in the age group of 18-35 years, while masseurs,

housewives and business people were in the age group of 20-47 years. Most of

the masseurs, housewives, business people and students had a graduate

qualification or above, while only few bar dancers and the unemployed

possessed a graduate degree. Clients contact was primarily through phone

(direct contact), agents (pimps, brokers and event coordinators), friends,

newspaper advertisements, and others directly from hotels. Every third time,

students, call boys and business people used the internet to seek their clients. A

majority of the subjects reported knowing the sexualmode of HIV transmission

while 25 percent of students were completely unaware. Side actresses (22.3%),

escorts (80%), students (43%) and business people (75%) reported they did not

use condoms during every sexual act. Rate of condom use fell further among

regular partners such as lovers or spouses which corroborates with the other

studies as well.  About 80 percent of escorts, 57 percent call boys, 19 percent

housewives and 19 percent students reported being forced not to use condoms in

the past.  The riskperception among the respondents was reported low. Side

actresses reported facing some form of harassment (beating, forced to drink/use

drugs, forced sex and abusive language) initially while a majority of bar dancers

(84%) reported physical or psychological harassment regularly. To deliver health
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promotion messages and other services, the preferred medium suggested were

TV, newspaper, pamphlets, cinema magazines, their agencies, doctors and the

internet.

Conclusion:

Hidden sex workers are highly vulnerable due to their involvement in unsafe

sexual practices and are at greater risk of contracting STIs, and HIV than the

conventional sex workers. Programmes targeting these hidden sex workers are

vital to reduce the risk behaviour and to increase access to various HIV/AIDS

related services. The prevention strategies could include the communication

tools popular among these groups such as telephone and internet.
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I.Background:

Until recent years, sex workwas predominantly limited to brothels. Of late however,

with the development of technology, themodes of sex work have also undergone asea

change. The older forms of sexindustry (street based and brothel based) have been

replacednew methods that make extensive use ofnewspapers, mobile phones, the

internet and technology in general. No more poor lighted, poor ventilated dirty rooms-

the dynamics of sex tradehave been customized tomeetthe needs and requirements of

the modern day man. There could be several reasons for the change but a prominent

reason would be the entry of house wives, professionals, students and even women

from well-off familiesinto the sex market,for fun, pleasure, adventure, lucrative offers

andof coursemoney to lead an extravagantandcare free life. This has resulted in sex

workmoving off the conventional tangents, thereby making interventionseven more

difficult.

The newer forms of sex work have gained prominence due to the fact that houses offer

security and safetyas compared tothehotels, motels, parks, bars,parlors etc. where

cops frequentlyholdraids andother kinds ofharassment exist. Hence,both regular

individuals who are a part of the sex trade (like housewives and students),as well as

female sex workers whoconsider sex work as their occupation andpracticeiton a

regular basis have approved and adopted thenewly evolvedconcepts ofwhich have

become increasingly popular.

a.Need for the study:

It is a well established fact that the HIVspreads through unsafe sex practices.

Heterosexual contact has been identifiedas the most common mode of transmission of

HIVinfection in India and six Indian states have beencategorized as high prevalence

states.  In these six states, ithas been observed that HIV is transmitted through

heterosexual sex to a large degree. Itisdirectlylinked to sex work in Andhra Pradesh,

Karnataka, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu and throughinfected needles used for

injecting drugs in Manipur and Nagaland.1
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More than 80 percentage oftheHIV transmissionin the countryis throughsex, affirms

NACO. Those engaging in sex work are highly vulnerable to Sexually Transmitted

Infections and HIV. Till date, condom is the known measure to prevent the spread of

HIV infection. A studythat has beendone by Solution Exchange for AIDS Community,

states that Non Brothel based Sex Workershave a significantly higher risk of HIV

infectionascomparedto brothel-based sex workers. Their mobility not only exposes

them to a wide range of occupational hazards but also makes them more susceptible to

infections.2

A study on female sex workers presumesthat about 1.1% of the adult women

populationin India could be engaged in sex work3; most of them are estimated to be

non-brothel based4. The non-brothel based FSWs, especially street-based, are ata higher

risk of HIV infection as comparedto brothel-based FSWs because not many of them

acknowledge that they are sex workers.

An article in The Times of India5 which has drawn insights essentially from a studythat

was conducted bytheNGOs Population Council and CARE-India reveals that “though

sex workers use condoms with their clients, they are not so particular with their lovers”.

The home based sex workers have husbands and/or lovers with whom they do not use

condoms.Majority of the sex workers mentioned that they daily used alcohol-- mostly

in the company of their customers,and in the company of their own friends-- a reason

that sometimes make them forget to useacondom.This in turn increases the risk ofthe

spread of HIV infection from their lovers or husbands. However, if the sex worker is

HIV positive, condom usage is practiced with the lovers and husbands and poorly

practiced with other clients. Either way there istherisk of spread of HIV infection.

Moreover, when large amounts of moneyare involvedasremuneration for sex work it is

assumed that condom usage would be lower in terms of ‘value for money,’ as there

exists mythsthat condoms reduce pleasure,therebyincreasing the risk of HIV / STI

infection.

With sex workhaving evolved into a profitable profession, a single genderno longer

holds the monopoly in the sex industry. Male Sex Workers (MSWs) are also on the rise
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andthe desire to mint some quick money as well asthepleasureassociated with itlure

more men into this profession. However, Male Sex Workers aremuch more difficult to

be identified than the Female Sex Workers.

Till date,nocomprehensivestudy has been undertakenin India or across the globe

involving different categories of hidden and difficult to reachsex workergroups. Few

studies that have been conductedso farin specific pockets have concentrated on a

particular hidden/difficult to reach group; for example,a studywasconducted in

Thailand amongtheclients of sex workersto understand their sexual behaviours and

also to study the prevalence of HIV and evolve strategies for intervention among them6.

The study found high prevalence of HIV(23%)among clients of sex workers.Yet

another study conducted in Mumbai7 among120Male Sex Workers and masseurs

revealedlesser knowledge levels on HIV/AIDS (61.7%),practice of anal sex (92%), STI

symptoms (24%), and existence of forced sex(as high as 87%).

While these studies have dealt with the dynamics and behaviour patterns of a particular

hiddensex providergroup, there exist manymore hidden and difficult to reach sections

like those in the film industry,escorts, masseurs, call boys/gigolos, bar girls/dancers,

housewives and studentswho are vulnerable and are atgreatrisk of acquiring the

infection. Hence,it becomes imperative to explore the operational dynamics ofthe

different hidden groups and understand their risk behaviours,their knowledge levels on

HIV/STI andthetreatment methodsadopted, thereby paving the way toidentify

suitable interventionstrategies forthem.To effectively curb the spread of HIV and STIs,

thekey personnel from each of the different categories ofthesehidden groups have to

be identified. They need to be educatedon the importance of safe sex andthe myths and

misconceptionsassociated with HIV/STIhave to be clarified.
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b.Objectives of the study:

 To understand thebehavioural dynamics of the Hidden and Difficult to Reach

Sex Workers (including sub-categories if any and modus of operandi)

 To understandthe challenges in identifying and reachingout tothemto offer

STI/HIV/AIDS information/servicesand,

 To identify possible strategies / approaches thatare preferred by women/men

involved in the sex industrythat would help them access STI/HIV/AIDS

information and services

II.Methodology:

The methodologyto be adoptedfor the study on Hidden and Difficult to reach Sex

Workersposed several difficultiessince the prevalence of such groupswas itself

questionable.

a.Finding the Existence of the Hidden Groups:

In order to find out the groups’ existence, a search wasconductedon the internet andon

the social networking sites. A familiar social networking site was chosen and two

profiles were created with respect to both gender. A membershipin thewebsite

communitiesthat claimed to havehigh profile sex workers or clients in it was sought.

Some of these communitieswere titled as‘Romance and Relationships’,‘Gay, lesbian

and bi relationships’,‘Sex at Coimbatore’ etc.An interesting outcome of the search was

thattheseindividuals who were involved in the sex industry preferred to call

themselves as SEs; similar to the term ‘software engineers’ theythought of themselves as

‘sex engineers’, or even sex therapists, entertainersor associal workers (who help the

people in need).After friendship requests started pouring in,afew people were selected

who could bethepotential respondents/leads for the study-mostlycall boys/ sex

workers and clients. Chats were initiated togain a better understanding oftheirprofiles,
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theiroperational mechanisms,engagement in sex work, client profile, harassment faced,

condom usage, knowledge on HIV/STI, treatment availed and strategies for reaching

out tothem with HIV/STI messages and services.

With this information, the existence of these groups wasconfirmed and it was decided

that a pilot study would be undertaken toexplore the different groups, their modes of

operation, risk perception, risk behaviour and knowledge on HIV/ STI / linkages and

referrals.

Based on the information provided by the participants and the detailsgathered from the

questions initiated, the questionnaires for the study were constructed. Two types of

qualitative questionnaires (refer Annexure)- one for the sex workers and another for the

clients of sex workers- were preparedandindicators were developedbased on the

information obtained from the target groups themselves. These questionnaires were

administeredon the field andafter the first month of data collection, it was further

updated with the feedbackreceivedfrom the Field Investigators.

b.NACO’s approval fortheconduct of the study:

The concept of the study was presented to the Technical Research Committee at NACO

and subsequent to the Committee’s approvalit was placed before the EthicsCommittee

for approval. The Committee reviewed the approaches and strategiesintended to be

adopted to collectthe data. It was also decided by the Committeethat monetary benefits

should not begiven totherespondents whotake part in the study and thatthe sample

sizeneed not be fixed.
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c.Nature of the study:

This is an exploratorystudy,conducted as a pilot study in order to design effective

interventions for the groups thatform a part of the study.

d.Identification and training of Field Investigators:

Applications were invited from candidates who would be interested in taking up data

collection in an innovative way with the hidden groups thatare involved in sex work

like escorts, masseurs,junior artistes, bar girls / dancers, students, housewives,

professionals (teachers, software engineers etc), business people, unemployed

individualsand others. Interview was conducted and Field Investigators wereselected,

giving preference to peoplewith media/legal background, though others were also

selected. The selected field investigators were put on the job afterproviding thema

training for two days on the basics of HIV / AIDS, Sexually Transmitted Infections /

Opportunistic Infections, benefits of condom, objectivesofand the need for the study

and communication / negotiation / probing skills. They were provided targets and

were asked to completedata collectionby mid-December 2009.

e.Location of the study:

The study was initially planned tobetaken upinthree districtsof Tamil Nadu.

Coimbatore-an industrialhub, Chennai-ametrocityand Kanyakumari-atourist spot

were selectedfor the study. Sinceit was difficult to identify the samples in eachof these

districts,theinitialideaofa district based classification was droppedand the

classification for the studywas based on the typology of the study respondents.

f.Sampling techniques:

Purposive convenient sampling and snow ball technique/respondent-driven sampling

has been used for the study. The survey method was used to collect information.
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Eligibilityfor the study participants:

The study participantswere required to fulfil the following criteria:

o Have not been identified by any NGOs previously

o Have not been a part of any intervention programs

o Are neither street based nor brothel based sex workers

o Can be escorts, masseurs, housewives, students, bar dancers,junior artistes /

actors, call boys/girls, discotheque performers or anyone who is employed

elsewhere but practise sex work as part time or full timeand hasyetbeen

unidentified.

o A ‘Client’ is a person who should havesought the services of a /many sex

workers, as a practice

g.Ethical Principles adopted for the study:

Every study participant was briefedon the purpose of the study.AnInformed Consent

Form was readoutto them or given to read and their approvalwas obtained. The

Participant Information Sheet was provided to every participant whoexpressed a

willingness to take part in the study. Every participant was allowedthe right to

withdraw their participationfrom the studyat any timeduring the interview. Personal

documents anddetails which would identify them were withheld andaccess to them

was restricted to the Officers in-chargeof the study for validation. Later those details

were destroyed.

h.Sample size:

Initiallythe sample size for each district was decided as250(100 Female sex workers;

100 clients of sex workers and 50 Male sex workers).During the course of the study it

was found that the desired sample size was difficult to beprocured. Around 600

questionnaires were collected,out of which only 512 responses were validated and

considered for the study. Theseconstituted various categories likejunior artistes,

escorts, masseurs, bar girls, housewives, students, business men, call girls/boys,
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unemployedindividualsandtheclients of sex workers. The break-up of the categories

ofthestudy participantshas been presentedin the following Chart.

Categories of study participants (%)

3.3 12.1
5.3

4.5

17.6
17.2

9.8

9.4

3.5

17.4

Bar Girls

Side actress

Escorts

Massuers

Housewives

Students

Business (men)

Call girls & boys

Unemployed

Clients

i.Different approaches for different groups:

Respondent-driven sampling/Snow ball Technique was usedfor allthecategories ofthe

hidden groups. However,thiswas not thesoletechniquethat wasmade use ofand the

individual approachthat was adopted for eachof the categorieshas been discussed

below.

Junior Artistes:Actresses, who perform in tiny rolesin films,wereidentified from the

film institute area in Chennai andalso fromtheir homesat Kanyakumari district and

were contacted directly. Theseweresmall time artistes who would perform in groups,

orshow their faces on screen in miniscule roles.
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Escorts: Agenciesthat had put up their advertisements on the internet / newspaper

were contacted by the field investigator and negotiations took place with the

coordinators and the pimps.Thuscontact with theescortswas established.These were

full time escorts,and consisted ofprofessionals in the software and IT industry, students

and other professionals.

Masseurs:A few masseurs werecontacted at the massage parlours andsomewere also

contacted through social networking sites where they hadput upadvertisements of

their services.The contacted masseurs were requested to lead the investigator to more

masseurs involved in the sex business.

Students: Students were contacted viathepimps who control their operations. Once a

rapport with themwas established, these students led the investigator on to more

students who operate by themselves. Studentsfall in the category of escorts too.

House wives: The house wives involved in the sex trade were contactedthrough the

watchmen / drivers of the flats, autodrivers of the particular area, leads given by

tenants, throughsocial networkingwebsites andby responding to friendship requests in

newspapers.

Professionals and employed: The professionals and the employed group consists ofa

wide variety of people asGovernmentschoolteachers, mid day meals organisers,

software professionals operating individually, private school teachers, marketing

professionals, nurses, executives, security supervisors etc. These people were contacted

through sex workers onthefield, through friends of the field investigators andthrough

social networkingwebsites.

Business Persons: Self employed individuals, insurance agentsandmulti level

marketing personnel whose earningdepends on their performance wereincluded in this

category. Most of them were identified through social networkingwebsites and their

identification led to the discovery of even more similar individuals.
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Bar Girls / Dancers: Theinvestigator visited the bars, and thebar girls and dancersat

thehotels were approached throughthepimps. Theywere contactedwhen after work,

they left their workplace.

Male Sex workers: Most of the male sex workers were students, unemployedmenand

sales men. However, this categoryincluded male sex workers who areotherwise

employed full time. These men were associatedwith organisations that offered call boy

services.

Clients of sex workers: Clients of sex workers were easy tobecontacted.The field

investigatorsgot in touch with themthrough theirown contacts and also through the

sex workers who took part in the study. Clients of sex workers varywidely with regard

to their levels of education, financial status andprofessional status. Military and

paramilitary personnel, business men, professionals inthesoftware, banking and

teaching sectors and BPO and marketing professionals were all included in the study.

j.Validation of the questionnaires:

The data for the study was validated at two levels– one at the level of datacollection

and the other at the level of data entry.Overall 10% of the questionnaires were picked

up in random. Few questions were chosenarbitrarily and their responses weresought. If

the responses matched then the questionnaires were considered to be valid. Some of the

respondents in each category were personally met by the officers in charge of the study.

Some of the questionnaires were collected in the presence of the officers in charge of the

study. 10% of the data entered was checked for accuracy.
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k.Challenges faced during data collection:

It was difficult to work withthepimps and escort agencies because ofthe security issues

that are bound to arise due totheir powerfulpolitical and criminal background.

Moreover, establishingarapportwith the participants before the conduct of interview

consumed alot of time. Every field investigatorhad to confront several complex

situationsand they solvedtheseissues by themselveswith assistance from the

officers in chargeof the study.It was difficult to establish a contact with the escorts and

masseursand there wasan extensivenetwork behind the call boy/callgirl set-up which

was difficult to wade through.Thus, tremendous commitmentwas demanded on the

part of the field investigators, both in identification of the participants andalsoin the

conduct of study.

l.Limitations of the study:

The present study is purely an exploratory one attempting to identify the various

hidden groups in the society that practice sex work.It gives an overview of their

operational dynamics, risk behaviours, knowledge levelson HIV/AIDS/STIs andthe

different modesthat could be adoptedto reach out to them. Each of the groups covered

under the study conveys the pattern of their behaviour and practices to some extent;

however, itcannot beconsidered asa representative on its own. Given the hidden

nature of these groups and their modes of operation, it isalsonot possible to give a

precise size estimate of these groups.
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III.Findings of the study:

The study findings have been divided into two sections. The first section gives a
detailed descriptiveanalysis of each category ofthehidden and difficult to reach
sex workerswho have beeninterviewed.The second section gives asummary of
their operational dynamics,knowledge levels on HIV, risk perception, reported
condom usage, harassmentfacedand the mediumthrough which the groups
prefer to be educated onHIV/STI information.

a.Descriptive analysis of each category:

Junior Artistes:

Age group: 18– 35
Educational Qualification:Only 3 % of the respondents are graduates and

post-graduates; therest havepassed out of middle
school, highschooland higher secondary school

Languages spoken:Tamil, English, Malayalam, Telugu, Kannada,
Hindi, Marathi

Native Place: Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka,
Pondicherry, Maharashtra, Nepal

Current Base: Chennai, Bangalore, Coimbatore, Kanyakumari
Sex Work: Part time
Profession: Junior artists-Actors, Dancers,Members of the

Production unit
Entry into sex work:Throughbrokers/event managers (56%),and the

remaining through friends (co-artists)/relatives.
Reason for entry-Equal weightage was given to
both the reasons: for money as well as to get into
thelimelight

Avgno. of yrs engaged in Sex Work: 6.5 years (range- 2-12 years)
Mode of Operation:74% operatethrough phone (direct contact) and

agents (pimps and event coordinators).26% of
themoperatethrough friendsand acquaintances.

Area of Coverage: They cover the entire state and neighbouring states
like Kerala and A.P(those based inKanyakumari
travel to Kerala, and those based in Chennaitravel
to AndhraPradesh and Karnataka).They travel
extensively and stayat the shooting spots for more
days depending on the requirement of the shoot.

Operation mechanism:Operate individually while sometimes through
brokers and hotels

Mode ofCommutation: Mostly travel individually and while at shooting
spots, they travel in groups and with friends.
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Type of Vehicle: All modes of transportare useddepending on the
situation and availability. E.g. they have scooters
which theyuse whiletravelling by themselves and
sometimes travel in the cars of their clients.

Services Offered:Vaginal sex, Oral sex, Dance, Erotica thrills.
Avg. no. of clients:On an average,they cover nearlya minimum

of 100 clients
Frequency of clients:Weekly 6– 10 clients
Location Chosen for having Sex: Shooting spots, beach resorts, lodges, client’s

house, clubs, guest houses but neverat theirown
houses.

Type of Clients: 80% of them reported that their clients are from the
film industry.Their clients are in theage group– 20
to 50 years; married and unmarried;there areboth
regularand non regularclients; experienced and
inexperiencedones

Mode of client contact:Through event managers, self, friends, brokers,
throughphone and mostlythrough contacton the
shooting spot

Medium of Advertisement:Hotel, agency, internet andthrough brokers and
managers

Duration spent with clients:One hour to 3 days
Charges: The average payment for an hour is Rs.750 and for

3 days it is Rs.5000(take home) with other
expenses (travel, stay, food, purchases etc.) borne
by the customers. (KK-500 to 2000; Chennai– 5000
per day;per hour- 750-1500)

Harassment: Initially, beating, using abusive language and
forced sex (oral sex) and pressurising to take
alcohol and drugs are common.Eventually, they
learn to keep harassment at bay.

Type of Clients who harass:Middle aged clients, regular and non regular
clients, married clients, drug users,drunken clients,
foreigners

Forced sex: Multiple clients at theshooting spots
Advocate condoms to clients:Almost all of them claim that they advocate

condomsto their clientsevery time.However,
22.3% of them said thatthey do notuse condoms
duringevery sexual act.Several of them have more
than two lovers and in mostcases, they havea
spouse with whom they do not use condoms.

Undertaken medical check up:Only 12%of them have undergone medical check
upduring times of illnessand they do not agree
that they fall sick because of sex work



21

Knowledge onmodes and non-modes
of HIV Transmission:All are aware of transmission through

Illegal/unprotectedsex and through blood
transfusion but other modes are known to less than
20%.14.7% of them are aware of the non sexual
modes ofHIVtransmission.

Risk Perception: 47%said thatthey don’t know if they are at risk
and the remaining said that they are not at riskas
they use condoms with non regular partners.

Symptoms of STI and treatment:36% of the respondentssaid theyhad symptoms of
STIs and they got themselves treated fromaprivate
doctor,usedOver theCounterDrugs and very few
soughthelpfrom General Hospitals.20%of them
reported self medication and home remedies like
eating curd, washing withdisinfectants like Dettol
etc. All of them hadpartial knowledge of STIs.

Tested for HIV: Only 3% of them havetested for HIV
Willing to be educated on HIV/STI:Almost all of them(81%)said that they are willing

to be educatedon HIVand the preferred media
were TV, news paper, magazines, cinema news,
posters,pamphlets distributedfromdoor to door
andthroughbrokers

Awareness about linkages:No awareness about linkages and services related
to HIV/STI was found

Seek information on health:The majority do not seek information on health
issues but during times of illness they approachthe
Government and private facilities andfriends and
alsoget informationfrom the internet.Only 3% of
the respondents said that they would approach a
hospital to seek information.

Side actress:

“I came into this profession for money and when the
brokers said that if I sleep with the technicians I could
get introduced to Assistant Director and get a chance to
show my face in the film, I did that. Then I was told to
sleep with the next person up in the hierarchy. All I got in
return was money and the promised entry into films never
happened. I continuesleeping with them with the hope that
a day will come, when I get to see myself on the big screen
at least for few seconds”.
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Masseurs:

Age group: 26– 35
Educational Qualification:      Graduates andTrained Professionals
Languages spoken:Tamil, English, Hindi, Kannada
Native Place: Tamil Nadu and Karnataka
Current Base: Chennai and Karnataka
Sex Work: Part time (the interviewed respondentswere

professionals andhousewives). They work
independently

Entry into sex work:Through beauty parlours and co-masseurs
Avg no.of yrs engaged in Sex Work: 2.4 years (range- 2-5 years)
Mode of Operation:Majorly through newspaper advertisements, and

few of them through friends
Area of Coverage:Chennai
Operation mechanism:Mostlythrough massage centres,sometimes

individually
Mode of Commutation:: Mostly travel in groups and sometimes

individually
Type of Vehicle: scooters/bikes, auto, public transport
Services Offered:Massage, oral sex and vaginal sex.
Avg. no. of clients:The female respondents cover45-60 clients in a

year.Their frequency of clients is 2-3 per week.The
male respondents cover a minimum of 2-3 clients
per month

Location Chosen for having Sex: Since police raids have become frequent,sexual
encounters do not take place in the parlours.It
takes placeat theclients’ houses.

Type of Clients: Clients are in theage group– 20 to 55 years;both
married and unmarried; regular and non regular
clients; experienced andinexperienced

Mode of client contact:Through news papers, advertisement and mobile
phone/internet

Medium of Advertisement:News paper advertisement and social networking
websites

Duration spent with clients:On an average one hour to 3 hours
Charges: Female respondents stated that the averageamount

that they charge for an hour is Rs. 1500 and for 3
hours it is Rs. 3000.Male respondents stated the
average amount for an hour is Rs. 2000 and for 3
hours Rs. 4500 which involves special types of
massages

Harassment: None of the respondents have experienced
harassment

Advocate condoms to clients:Claim to use condoms with their clients. All of
them are married and also have lovers with whom
they do not use condoms. Some of the male


